
 

I want to begin by introducing one of my friends. Can you see his big smile and happy face? I 
have many friends that look just like this. They all live in TELTTrac Hall. You are probably 
looking at one of them right now. They look like this even when the occasion is sad or 
serious or even boring. 
 
 

Lecturers and students use TELLTraC Hall on many occasions when they need first-class 
acoustic and visual advantages for speakers and audience. Some of these people like to look 
at my little friends a lot when they are listening carefully. I am sure that their little smiling 
faces keep people amused during lectures. 
 
 

But some people just dream about food and the smiles it would give them to be eating right 
now. Secret Recipe provides us with many smiles, especially with their delicious cakes and 
cheesecakes. Here is one very satisfied customer. 
 
 

Eating seems to be a national sport in Malaysia. Looking at the smiles here shows that the 
food is good and the company is entertaining. The English Department staff are like a big 
family. Eating events provide everyone with the opportunity to socialize in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 
 
 

Eating and smiling seem to go together around here. The many retirement, graduation and 
end-of- semester events involve lots of eating and lots of smiling. It is always sad to see 
lecturers leave, but the feasting and speeches make them memorable occasions. 
 
 

One special kind of food was introduced to me just before Ramadan in 2011. Fruit day was 
conducted by IPG students, whereby huge baskets of durian, watermelons and mango stein 
were delivered, and everyone ate until they were exhausted. It was a kind of farewell to 
eating events for the month of Ramadan. 
 
 

While everyone waited and chatted and smiled at the thought of filling up with durian, 
some of the men set about the task of cutting open these prickly fruit. There is quite an art 
to cutting at just the right place so that it opens easily. Those thorns are very sharp. 
 
 



At first the rather smelly fruit looked (and smelt) a bit suspicious to me. It had the colour 
and smell of something gone really bad or something that had dies a long time ago. But I 
gave it a go. And, well, I liked it. Ruth and I even stopped off on the way home and bought 
some more to take home. 
 
 

Even our workshops and teaching events often turn into eating events. Lollies on the tables, 
and special workshop lunches provide extra reasons to smile and extra incentive for 
lecturers to attend. Learning is an end in itself, and plenty of reason to smile. 
 
 

Some food even smiles by itself. I can’t really see what these guys have to smile about, and I 
have no idea why they are sitting naked on the fence. I guess they know something I don’t! 
Some people seems to want their food to have a good suntan before they can eat it. 
 
 

And speaking of smiling animals, even the fish at Pulau Redang smiled nicely for the camera. 
Of course, they were expecting food for their smiles. As soon as I entered the water, they 
lined up for pieces of bread. I think that they have learned that tourists bring food! 
 
 

Everyone smiles at Action Songs. Even though there was no food, the children, IPG students, 
lecturers and visitors had a great time watching classes going through their song and dance 
routines. Just imagine the laughter and smiles there would have been had there been food 
as well! 
 
 

The children at our IPG Teaching School always seem to be smiling happily. They especially 
liked creating stories and having stories read to them. Their smiles and laughter tell me that 
they are basically happy, contented children who enjoy life at home, in the classroom and in 
their free time together. 
 
 

I have found that IPG lecturers smile a lot during their classes and during their happy times 
together. Of course, the sight of a camera always makes smiles broader. People always seem 
to come alive much more when you produce any device with a camera. 
 
 



Of course, there are more serious times when I help lecturers discover what is happening in 
the world of western education. I taught in Australian primary schools for 20 years, and I 
have taught English to adults in China, Turkey, the UK, Saudi Arabia and Australia before 
coming to mentor lecturers here in Malaysia. 
 
 

But it does not take long to see smiles emerging as soon as the camera comes out. We all 
love furthering our knowledge of educational techniques and pedagogy. We share a 
happiness that comes from learning new things and expanding our world through gaining 
knowledge and expertise. 
 
 

People are always popping into my office to give me food. These little cakes looked so 
colourful and happy all by themselves. It was a shame to eat them. But I had to try just one 
to see if they tasted as good as they looked. And then it was a shame to see an empty spot 
in the packet. And then… well they were all gone. But they made me smile twice. 
 
 

Call me crazy, but everything in Malaysia seems to be bubbling along nicely. Even the 
motorbikes seem to be pretty happy with life when they have happy little faces. Is the cup 
half empty or half full? I prefer to see the full side of everything. I prefer to see happy faces 
wherever I look. 
 
 

I just see smiley faces everywhere. I can’t help it; I see a smiling face and I just have to take a 
photograph. Once you start looking for smiles you will find them in the most unexpected 
places. I found this one sitting in my office one day. People think that I am a bit crazy for 
seeing smiles everywhere. But I’m happy to be crazy. 
 
 

So I leave you with one more smiling face. Malaysia is a happy kind of place with happy 
people with happy smiling faces everywhere I look. People who love their country, their 
neighbours and their food . No wonder I love this place so much. You have to smile at the 
thought of it. I hope to keep on enjoying life in Malaysia for a long time to come. 
Thankyou. 
 
 

 


